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Sir: 



A Notice of Allowance for claims 21 to 23 and 25 was mailed May 18, 2006. The 
issue fee is not being paid and a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) is being filed in 
order to bring art to the attention of the Examiner. Any necessary fees should be charged or 
credited to Deposit Account No. 18-0560. Reconsideration, re-examination, and allowance 
are respectfully requested in view of the Remarks below. 

Disclosure Under 37 CFR 8 , 1 Sfi 

In fulfilling the duty of candor and good faith, the following documents are hereby 
disclosed to the Patent Office in accordance with 37 CFR § 1 .56. It is not admitted that the 
information in the listed documents is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 
1.56(b). The Examiner is requested to consider the documents in the examination of this 
application. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 CFR §1 g 

Name of person signing certificate: Marguerite E fierstner 

Signature: ^\\o^^j^JCq , ^ ^tJCju^ 



Date: August 18, 2O0R 
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Accompanying this statement is a Form PTO-1449 in duplicate on which the 
documents are listed. The Examiner is requested to return an initialed and signed copy of the 
rm once the documents have been considered. 



The following documents were cited during the prosecution of one or more of the 
ferity applications for this application. In particular, the following documents were cited 
during the prosecution of U.S. Application No. 09/181,028, which is the parent application 
for this continuation application. 
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Details of Document 

Coombs, Printed Circuit Handbook, 1996, p. 24.1-24.17. 

Harper, Electronic Packaging and Interconnection Handbook (1991), p. 1.37-1.43, 8.3-8.5, 

8.53-8.56, 9.1-9.16, 9.41-9.49. ' 

Standler, Protection of Electronic Circuits from Overvoltages, 1989, p. 133. 

U.S. patent application Ser. No. 07/893626 (Chandler et al.), filed Jun. 5, 1992. 

"Protection of Batteries with PolySwitch.RTM. Devices", Raychem Corporation, Jan., 1987. 

Search Report for International Application No. PCT/US93/06480, dated Oct. 7, 1993. 

Search Report for International Application No. PCT/US94/10137, dated Nov. 23, 1 994. 

Search Report for International Application No. PCT/US95/05567, dated Jun. 26, 1995. 

Search Report for International Application No. PCT/US95/07420, dated Sep. 4, 1995. 

"PolySwitch PTC Devices, Standard Product List", Raychem Corporation, May 1992. 

"PolySwitch SMD Surface Mount devices PTC overcurrent protection" trade brochure, 
Raychem Corporation, Nov. 1992. 

"PolySwitch SMD Installation Guidelines" trade brochure, Raychem Corporation, Nov. 1992. 
Copies of Documents 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1 .98(d), copies of the documents submitted by 
Applicants during the prosecution of the parent application are not being submitted. In 
accordance with the Official Gazette Notice dated July 1 1, 2003, waiving the requirement 
under 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(2)(i) for submitting a copy of each cited U.S. patent and each cited 
U.S. patent application publication for all U.S. national patent applications filed after June 
30, 2003, any copies of the remaining documents (e.g. documents cited by the Examiner 
during prosecution, which were U.S. patents), are not being sent. All of these documents are, 
however, listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449, and Applicants will readily supply 
copies if needed. 

Additional Prior Art 

The present application draws priority from Application No. 08/302,138 (filed 
September 7, 1994; docket no. MP1454-US3), which is a continuation-in-part of two 
applications: Applications Nos. 08/152,070 (filed November 12, 1993; docket no. MP1454- 
US2) and 08/121,717 (filed September 15, 1993; docket no. MP1490-US1). Application No. 
08/152,070 is itself a file wrapper continuation of Application No. 07/910,950 (filed July 9, 
1992; docket no. MP1454-US1). 
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For purposes of this examination only, Applicants ask the Examiner to consider that 
electrical devices as set forth in Figures 1 and 2 of Application No. 07/910,950 (which are 
very similar to Figures 9 and 10 of the present application) may have been publicly shown 
and/or sold after the filing date of Application No. 07/910,950 but more than one year prior 
to the filing date of Application No. 08/121,717. Nonetheless, Applicants believe that the 
claimed invention is patentable over these devices. Independent claims 21 to 23 and 25 of 
the present application recite the presence of apertures or transverse conductive members 
positioned within apertures passing through the thickness of a PTC element. Such 
conductive members are neither disclosed nor suggested by the devices of Figures 1 and 2 of 
Application No. 07/9 1 0,950. 



Applicants explicitly do not admit that these prior art devices are prior art for any 
purpose except for the purpose of ex parte prosecution of this application. For example, 
Applicants make no such admissions for the purposes of any inter partes proceedings 
involving this application or any ex parte or inter partes proceedings involving any patent 
issued on this application or any reexamination or reissue thereof, or any ex parte or inter 
partes proceedings involving any divisional, continuation, or continuation-in-part application 
of this application or any patent granted on such a continuing application. 

Because the above information, which is not in the form of a document, does not fit 
the format of a Form PTO-1449, the Examiner is requested to indicate in writing that he has 
considered this information in his examination of this application. 

Conclusion 



It is believed that this application is now in condition for allowance and such action at 
an early date is earnestly requested. If, however, there are any outstanding issues which can 
be usefully discussed by telephone, the Examiner is asked to call the undersigned. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Marguerite E. Gerstner 
Registration No. 32,695 
Telephone (650) 361-2483 
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